CHAPTER V
THE BATTLE OF THE SOMME
JUNE 5
At 4 A.M. on a front more than a hundred miles long, from
the Channel to near Laon, the Germans launch their second
major offensive in the West. Paris is the avowed objective.
By some it is called the Battle of the Somme, by others the
Battle of France.
In an Order of the Day from Field Headquarters, Chan-
cellor Hitler thanks his soldiers for winning "the greatest battle
in the,world's history" and announces that "today another
great battle begins on the Western Front." He says that "this
fight for the freedom and existence of our people now and in
the future will be continued until the enemy rulers in London
and Paris ... are annihilated," In a proclamation to the
German people. Hitler says that the greatest battle of all times
has been brought to a victorious conclusion and that the dan-
ger of an invasion of the Ruhr territory has been definitely
prevented. He orders flags to be flown for eight days an4
bells to be rung for three days.
General Weygand's Order of the Day announces that the
Battle of France has begun, and that "the order is to defend
our positions without thought of retirement" He says: "Cling
to our soil, and look only forward; in the rear the High Com-
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